STACEY R. MANNING,

	Plaintiff

vs

FRED H. FAUSNAUGHT, JR.
		Defendant

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR THE 26TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, COLUMBIA COUNTY BRANCH, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW
DOMESTIC RELATIONS DIVISION


CASE NO:  DR 447 OF 1999


APPEARANCES:

BARBARA KONETSKI, Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare
STACEY R. MANNING, Plaintiff, pro se 
JOHN McDANEL, ESQUIRE, Attorney for the Defendant

   



ORDER


	AND NOW, this 3rd day of November 2000, after review of the record and after argument of the parties11 The ultimate issue in this case is whether defendant is liable to pay to the Department of Public Welfare one-half of the birthing expenses of the parties’ minor child Fred Fausnaught III, born November 2, 1997., the court FINDS that at the time of the child’s birth, the parties and the child were not an intact family.22 At the time of the child’s birth, each of the parties resided with their own parents. Although they visited each other during the daytime, they slept at their parents’ homes. They lived separate and apart. Clearly, they were not an intact family.  Defendant is ORDERED to pay to the Pennsylvania Department of Welfare through the Columbia County Domestic Relations Office the sum of $1465.32, representing one-half of the aforesaid birthing expenses paid by the Department on behalf of plaintiff.33 In a support action, parents may be liable to pay birth-related expenses incurred prior to the filing of the complaint.  23 Pa.C.S.A. §4326(e).  Defendant argues that a statute of limitations prevents this action which was filed over two years after the birth of the child.  There is no authority for defendant’s position. An action for child support continues until the duty of support is terminated by law, i.e., until the child reaches majority or is emancipated.  See Horowitz v. Horowitz, 411 Pa.Super. 21, 600 A.2d 982 (1991). Although a child support obligation is generally effective at the date the support complaint is filed (see Pa.R.C.P 1910.17 (a)), the statute in this case permits recovery of “birth-related expenses incurred prior to the filing of the complaint."  23 Pa.C.S.A.§ 4326(e)(emphasis supplied).     

		BY THE COURT:



		_________________________________ 
		HONORABLE THOMAS A. JAMES, JR., J.

